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Community Conversation on Race 
White Supremacy, February 11 

Background: 

White supremacy is the 
belief that white people are 
superior to those of all 
other races, especially the 
black race, and should 
therefore dominate society. 
This iceberg chart 
illustrates the types of 
White Supremacy, with 
‘Overt White Supremacy’ at 
the top of the iceberg being 
the very visible, extreme 
form. The overt form is 
generally not viewed as 
socially acceptable but is 
experiencing a resurgence 
in the past three years, 
driven in large part by the 
rise of the alt right. The 
chart also illustrates ‘Covert 
White Supremacy’, which is 
below the waterline, 
imbedded in our institutions, systems, and everyday practices. This form is not as readily visible, 
especially to those of us in the dominant race.  

Pre-Work: In total, slightly over a half-hour of video and the five pages in this document. 

 

As you complete the pre-work, please keep in mind the discussion questions that are located on page 2. 

 

Please read the Executive Summary of this report on Overt White Supremacy  

https://www.adl.org/new-hate-and-old#executive-summary- 
Also located on page 4-5 of this document.  

 

Please watch the following videos to provide a foundation on the Covert White Supremacy practiced 

in America (21 minutes).  

1. Explains the concept of the white supremacy racism iceberg (1:04 min.), 

https://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2020/07/20/united-shades-of-america-racism-iceberg-orig.cnn 

2. The structural nature of white supremacy (3:04 min.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VD53NBeh8U  

Safehouse Progressive Alliance for Nonviolence (2005 

https://www.adl.org/new-hate-and-old#executive-summary-
https://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2020/07/20/united-shades-of-america-racism-iceberg-orig.cnn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VD53NBeh8U
https://www.facebook.com/FollowSPAN/
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3. How to Deconstruct Racism [White Supremacy], One Headline at a Time (16:42 min.) 

https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_a

t_a_time#t-150438  

 

With the recent capital riots and the national conversation about how police handled this unrest versus 

the Black Lives Matter protests earlier in 2020, discussing how White Supremacy is reflected in the 

police response to protests is very timely.  

 

Please watch this video that delves into what is known about police response to more than 10,000 

protests that occurred from May to Nov. 2020 in the United States, 11:14 min., 

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-polices-tepid-response-to-the-capitol-breach-wasnt-an-

aberration/   

 

Optional Materials for Anyone Interested 

To learn more about above the line Overt White Supremacists: 

• Read more of the report (beyond the Executive Summary included in pre-work): New Hate 
and Old: The Changing Face of American White Supremacy, https://www.adl.org/new-hate-
and-old#executive-summary- 

• The 12 hate groups tracked in Minnesota: https://www.splcenter.org/states/minnesota 

• 4 Steps to Help Kids Push Back Against White Nationalism, 
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/4-steps-to-help-kids-push-back-against-white-
nationalism?fbclid=IwAR2y6Dj7YIi9Rwlk9Pve6cnlvXieRNHhjKUihgE8Arh07arEb4wfHrRHMvQ 

 
To learn more about White supremacy in policing, including a historical perspective and ideas for 
reform (jump to end if only interested in recommendations) 

• Hidden in Plain Sight: Racism, White Supremacy, and Far-Right Military in Law Enforcement, 
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-
white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law 

 

Discussion Prompts That Will Be Used at the Session: 
 
These prompts are helpful to keep in mind as you complete the pre-work. 

1. Share a meaningful quote, an insight, or some idea that has stayed with you after completing 
the pre-work. How does this connect to you personally? 

2. Please share an example of Overt White Supremacy and Covert White Supremacy that you were 
personally involved in, witnessed, or read about? How did the two differ? How did you feel in 
each situation? 

3. What are some biases and assumptions made by police officers, in general, when preparing for 
Black Lives Matters protesters and Alt Right Protestors? Please compare and contrast. 

 
Additional Prompt if Discussion Time Permits  
 
4. Please share a specific example of white supremacy that is imbedded in our institutions and 

structures, like schools, housing, banking, justice system, etc. How has it impacted you 
personally? How has it impacted outcomes for different racial groups? 

https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time#t-150438
https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time#t-150438
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-polices-tepid-response-to-the-capitol-breach-wasnt-an-aberration/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-polices-tepid-response-to-the-capitol-breach-wasnt-an-aberration/
https://www.adl.org/new-hate-and-old#executive-summary-
https://www.adl.org/new-hate-and-old#executive-summary-
https://www.splcenter.org/states/minnesota
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/4-steps-to-help-kids-push-back-against-white-nationalism?fbclid=IwAR2y6Dj7YIi9Rwlk9Pve6cnlvXieRNHhjKUihgE8Arh07arEb4wfHrRHMvQ
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/4-steps-to-help-kids-push-back-against-white-nationalism?fbclid=IwAR2y6Dj7YIi9Rwlk9Pve6cnlvXieRNHhjKUihgE8Arh07arEb4wfHrRHMvQ
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
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Guidelines That Will be Used to Create a Safe Space for Discussion: 
• Everyone gets an opportunity to speak and no one dominates 
• Speak authentically and listen actively 
• Experience discomfort and know it’s a necessary part of the learning 
• You can always pass on answering a question 
• Assume positive intent and agree to disagree 
• Comments stay, learning leaves with you 
• Do not record 
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https://www.adl.org/new-hate-and-old#executive-summary- 
 
New Hate and Old: The Changing Face of American White Supremacy 
 
A report from the Center on Extremism, EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

• White supremacists in the United States have experienced a resurgence in the past three years, 
driven in large part by the rise of the alt right. 

• The white supremacist “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, on August 11-12, 2017, 
attracted some 600 extremists from around the country and ended in deadly violence. These 
shocking events served as a wake-up call for many Americans about a resurgent white 
supremacist movement in the United States. 

• Modern white supremacist ideology is centered on the assertion that the white race is in danger 
of extinction, drowned by a rising tide of non-white people who are controlled and manipulated 
by Jews. White supremacists believe that almost any action is justified if it will help “save” the 
white race. 

•  The white supremacist resurgence is driven in large part by the rise of the alt right, the newest 
segment of the white supremacist movement. Youth-oriented and overwhelmingly male, the alt 
right has provided new energy to the movement, but has also been a destabilizing force, much 
as racist skinheads were to the movement in the 1980s and early 1990s. 

•  The alt right has a white supremacist ideology heavily influenced by a number of sources, 
including paleoconservatism, neo-Nazism and fascism, identitarianism, renegade conservatives 
and right-wing conspiracy theorists. The alt right also possesses its own distinct subculture, 
derived especially from the misogynists of the so-called “manosphere” and from online 
discussion forums such as 4chan, 8chan and Reddit. 

•  Though aspects of the alt right date back to 2008, it was Donald Trump’s entry in 2015 into the 
2016 presidential race that really energized the alt right and caused it to become highly active in 
support of Trump. This activism drew media attention that provided publicity for the alt right 
and allowed it to grow further. The alt right interpreted Trump’s success at the polls in 
November 2016 as a success for their own movement as well. 

•  After the election, the alt right moved from online activism into the real world, forming real-
world groups and organizations and engaging in tactics such as targeting college campuses. The 
alt right also expanded its online propaganda efforts, especially through podcasting. 

•  As the alt right received increased media scrutiny—in large part due to its own actions, such as 
the violence at Charlottesville—the alt right experienced dissension and disunity in its own right, 
including the departure of many extremists who did not advocate explicit white supremacy (the 
so-called “alt lite”). The backlash against the alt right after Charlottesville hurt many of its 
leading spokespeople but has not resulted, as some have claimed, in a decline in the movement 
as a whole. 

• Other white supremacists—neo-Nazis, traditional white supremacists, racist skinheads, white 
supremacist religious sects, and white supremacist prison gangs—have also continued their 
activities. Some white supremacists, such as neo-Nazis, seem to have been buoyed by the alt 
right to some extent, while others— most notably racist skinheads—may experience a loss of 
potential recruits at the hands of the alt right. 

• Violence and crime represent the most serious problems emanating from the white supremacist 
movement. White supremacists have killed more people in recent years than any other type of 
domestic extremist (54% of all domestic extremist-related murders in the past 10 years). They 

https://www.adl.org/new-hate-and-old#executive-summary-
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are also a troubling source of domestic terror incidents (including 13 plots or attacks within the 
past five years). 

• Murders and terror plots represent only the tip of the iceberg of white supremacist violence, as 
there are many more incidents involving less serious crimes, including attempted murders, 
assaults, weapons, and explosives violations, and more. In addition, white supremacists engage 
in a lot of non-ideological crime, including crimes of violence against women and drug-related 
crimes. 

 
 


